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Dear Readers:

Texas Lawyer is pleased to present this special commemorative magazine highlight-
ing a century of law and lawyering in Texas. 

We received hundreds upon hundreds of nominations from readers across the state.
You gave us examples of why Texas lawyers are special, where they’ve made their
mark and how their contributions affected the lives of so many. The stories we
heard are remarkable.

That’s why it wasn’t easy deciding which Legal Legends to include in the magazine.
Texas Lawyer’s editors and reporters carefully selected the men and women named
Legal Legends. Yet, the people you’ll find within these pages are but a fraction of
the Texans, past and present, who are legendary lawyers. There are many others in
the law who are everyday heroes. They, too, raise the bar. 

This magazine is in recognition of all the Legal Legends among us. 

Hope Haslam Colleen Bridget McGushin
Publisher Editor

P.S. Special thanks goes to award-winning Houston freelance writer Bill Jeffreys,
who researched, reported and wrote these compelling pieces.
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One of two pairs of lawyers chosen as Legal

Legends, Joe Longley, above, and Phillip

Maxwell, right, were early leaders of the Texas

Office of the  Attorney General’s Consumer

Protection Division.

They currently practice together at Austin’s

Longley & Maxwell, handling a variety of plain-

tiffs cases in personal-injury, consumer and insur-

ance law.

1972 was a time of change in Austin: John Hill became

Texas attorney general, Gov. Dolph Briscoe took office and

Bill Hobby was the new lieutenant governor. Hill, who had

earlier won the Democratic primary election, had shown an

interest in consumer rights. By the time he took office, a

Deceptive Trade Practices Act, written by Longley and oth-

ers, was already in his hand. It was approved by the Texas

Legislature despite opposition from the insurance industry.

Longley would become the first chief of the Consumer

Protection Division and Maxwell would be assistant chief of

the attorney general’s Environmental Protection Division.

One year later, Maxwell became chief of the environmental

division and a year after that, with Longley’s return to private

practice, would move over to head the Consumer Protection

Division. Maxwell left in 1977 for private practice and part-

the area of consumer protection. He went to work for then-

Texas Attorney General Crawford Martin and saw what he

thought were deficiencies in how the office was run, partic-

ularly in its representation of consumers. Longley left and

joined Corpus Christi’s Edwards & DeAnda, a plaintiffs

firm that hired Maxwell after law school.

It wasn’t long before Longley was back in the govern-

mental arena, however, as he signed on with John Hill to help

in his successful campaign for attorney general. This rela-

tionship led to Longley’s involvement with the DTPA.

Two books by Longley and Maxwell are due out this

year: “Texas Insurance Litigation” and “Texas Standard

Insurance Policies Annotated.” Each book probes the area of

insurance law. Since 1981, Longley and Maxwell have put

out a monthly newsletter, “Texas Consumer Law Reporter.”

nered with Longley in 1979.

The two went to school togeth-

er at the University of Texas, each

graduating from the law school in

1969. Longley says he wanted to

be a lawyer since he was a child

and says his undergraduate work

as a marketing major drew him to

JOE LONGLEY & 
PHILLIP MAXWELL


